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Front (yards)
Black  3345
Blue  3135
White  3025
Gold 2595

Back (yards)
Black  3275
Blue  3130
White  2985
Gold 2580

Total (Slope) (yards) 
Black (144)  6620  
Blue  (139) 6285
White (135) 6010
Gold (132) 5175

Mike Godard/Strikes n’ Strokes
Each of the holes have a name attached to it. This one, the par-4 375- yard third hole is called the Cape. The ten-
dency is to hit the ball down the left side. However, the water jets out toward the middle of the landing area. If the 
rough is thick and your tee shot is toward the bunker on the right, it could stay on the hill for an uneven shot to the 
elevated green. A couple good shots and a nice putt can land birdies on this hole as I found out when I played it.

2013 Current Prices
(subject to change)

Monday-Thursday
18/cart $50
9/cart $27
Twilight (after 3 p.m.)
18/cart $35
9/cart $25
Friday-Sunday
18/cart $57
9/cart $30
Twilight (after 3 p.m.)
18/cart $35
9/cart $25
Senior/Junior (Over 60/17-under)
18/cart $40
9/cart $25

MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor

Timber Ridge has the up-north 
feel just minutes away from the 
Michigan State University campus 
in East Lansing.

Rolling hills, uphill and downhill 
shots to the greens are part of the 
staple here at Timber Ridge. Just 
about every green is surrounded by 
an amphitheater of trees.

Despite near the busy East Lan-
sing area, the surroundings provide 
a quiet golfing atmosphere. There 
are four sets of tees with all four 
par-3s of yardage of 165 yards or 
less from the tips.

Large boulders on the side of the 
fairways give you an adequate view 
to the 150-yard marker. Seven holes 
have some kind of water hazard with 
a plethora of sand traps throughout 
the course. 
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Timber Ridge has a state-of-the-art GPS that helps guide the golfers 
through their round.

Above, is the opening hole. From the furthermost tees, it is more of a pro-
nounced dogleg to the corner for the second shot. Below, the first par-5 
(No. 6), is 475 yards from the whites with a dogleg right. Beware of hitting 
your drive to far to the left side of the fairway as the trees will come into 
play.
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The No. 6 green give the long hitters a chance to roll it up to the green but there are two bunkers that protect the narrow opening. Below, right is No. 7. 
Called the Bend, it really bends to the right. Aim for the traps on the left. Too far right in the fairway and you take the chance getting behind the trees, 
forcing a layup. Right, there are many species of birds throughout the course, many like this soaking in all the action.
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Top left, is the view on the No. 7 
green beyond the bend. After the 
bend, the elevation drops down to 
this view forcing an uphill chip.
Top, one of the cart girls that vis-
ited us throughout the round.
Below left, is the No. 8 hole, a 160-
yard, par-3, surrounded by traps. If 
you don’t reach the green the ball 
might just travel backwards.
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What was looking like my best 9-hole round of the summer turned into disaster with this 500-yard par-5 (the ninth hole). After a decent drive, my sec-
ond shot went behind the trees in the bottom left picture. I tried to keep the ball low and get as closed to the green as possible. However, hitting it too 
far ended by the cart path in the picture, below right. A chip back out in the open, a sculded chip, another chip on the green and a three-putt led to a 
nine and a 45 for the round.
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The back nine starts out with 
a couple of pretty views. 

Left, the 10th hole is a long 
par-four, downhill from the tee 
box.

 Trees line both sides of the 
fairway with a trap on the right 
side of the fairway. Traps also 
protect the green.

Below, No. 11, 155-yard, par-
3, is protected by a watery area 
on the left side. 

The green is long and narrow 
in the front. Hit it too long and 
you will be in the woods.
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Above, No. 14, a shorter 
par-4, 350 from the whites is 
straight with a downhill tee 
shot. 

Notice the two traps on both 
sides of the fairway. The fat 
part of the green is protected 
by two sand traps.

Right, the No. 16, 140-yard, 
par 3 has several different el-
evated tee box areas. There is a 
trap on the left side of the nar-
row but long green. 

If the pin is in the back right, 
going over the water comes 
into play along with the sand 
trap behind the green.

 Hit the ball short right and 
the ball funnels down toward 
the water.
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Right, is the view of the No. 16 
green overlooking the pond to the 
right of the green. In the back-
ground is the pond area just be-
fore the No. 18 green.

The No. 16 green is one of the 
few greens not completely sur-
rounded by trees. 

Below left, the view from the tee 
box on No. 18, a 370-yard, par-4. 
Aim for the traps and you should 
have a clear shot to the green. 

Push it right and you have trees 
to contend with, forcing a layup 
shot. 

If you cut the cornere, your 
second shot will have to con-
tend with the water in front of the 
green (below right). 

If the flag was further left, the 
trees on the left would call for a 
right-to-left shot into the green.


